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The Open Method of Coordination.
An analysis on its meaning for the development of a social Europe
by Beryl ter Haar
1. The open method of coordination is both: a mode of governance as well as 
the outcome thereof, namely soft law. 
2. The qualifi cation of the open method of coordination as soft law has no true 
meaning about its legal nature without any understanding of the actual pres-
ence of the three features of law.
3. The capacity of the open method of coordination to infl uence the social poli-
cies of the Member States is not only dependant on its legal nature, but also 
depends on its legal integration dynamics.
4. Being soft law, the open method of coordination seems to be able to generate 
hard law responses by the Member States with respect to their employment 
policies.
5. The open method of coordination is the lubricant by which hybrid structures 
are created in which different European integration instruments work to-
gether to achieve European integration goals.
6. From a legal point of view, the open method of coordination can make a 
meaningful contribution to the further development of a social Europe.
7. The use of research methods of other disciplines does not render law research 
non-legal.
8. Lawyers should open up their world of hard law by becoming more sensitive 
for the positive contributions soft law can make to their cases.
9. Law that is soft on the inside can be hard for the outside.
10. Teaching exchange students teaches teachers much about the curiosities of 
their own legal system.
11. Art is the cradle for innovative entrepreneurship.
12. Writing a dissertation is peanuts compared to playing oboe.

